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BOOK REVIEW

Mosquito ecology: Field sampling methods. M. W. Service. 583 pp. Hallstead Press

—

John Wiley & Sons, New York-Toronto. $75.00. 1976.

Mosquitoes are among the most important vectors of disease agents. Therefore information

on mosquito ecology is of considerable public health importance. The author of this

impressive volume assembled in eleven chapters detailed information on various species of

adult mosquitoes as well as of their eggs and larvae. The chapters dealing with the marking,

release, and recapture of mosquitoes, as well as the estimation of total insect populations,

described in detail, as well as the dispersal, longevity, and calculation of reproductive potential

will be among the topics of special interest to those studying mosquito population dynamics.

Numerous diagrams and illustrations of trays, traps, and aspirators have been included.

Sampling the egg, larval, and adult population, the trapping of adults with non-attractants,

with animal-baited, carbon dioxide, and sound traps, sampling of adult population, experi-

mental hut techniques for evaluation of insecticides, recapture techniques, estimation of

mortalities, and indices of association between species and species diversity are masterfully

presented. The book is aimed at field workers as well as at population researchers and

ecologists. Its clarity and good quality of illustrations will be welcomed by all readers. The

indexing is adequate.

The book is highly recommended for teachers, students, and for college and experimental

station libraries, as well as for individuals—if they can afford it.
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